The Word of God: The Bible or the Koran?

Transcribed from the debate, Islam vs. Christianity - Ankerberg Show

Dr. Anis Shorrosh: The teachings of the Koran concerning God,
creation, Adam, Eve, sin, the Fall, angels, heaven, hell, Abraham,
Moses, the Hebrew race, and prophets had already been revealed and
proclaimed in the Old Testament. Muhammad brought nothing new.
Perhaps some of this was new to his hearers, but Jews and Christians
knew even more from their own Bibles. Muhammad’s revelations were
in Nno way superior to the revelations given by earlier prophets and
neither did they unquestionably provide evidence of a fresh divine
revelation. All the above mentioned proofs and more had been
revealed and taught for centuries before the birth of Muhammad.
Theological authorities demand that six conditions be fulfilled before
any supposed revelation can be accepted as true revelation.

First, it must satisfy the yearning of the human spirit to obtain eternal
happiness. Second, it must coincide with the conscience, which is the
moral law written in man’s mind. Third, it must reveal God’s true
attributes. Fourth, it must confirm man’s reasoning that God is one.
Fifth, it must make very plain the way of salvation. Sixth, it must
reveal God Himself in books, through prophets, and in person. Neither
Muhammad nor the Koran fulfills all of these six requirements. The
Koran may fulfill the fourth partially and perhaps the sixth criteria.

The Bible itself is the most extraordinary book in all the world. It has
66 books written over a period of 1500 years by over 50 persons—
some were shepherds, kings, philosophers, fishermen, others were
rich, poor, young and old. It shows itself as an inspired word of God
because the author is One, the Holy Spirit. | read from 2 Peter 1:20-
21: "Knowing this first that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any
private interpretation. For the prophecy came not... by the will of man:
but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”
We know that the Bible is inspired because of the fulfilment of
prophecies after centuries before the events took place. It has also
influenced uplifting of human society whenever it has been believed
and practiced. Furthermore, the Bible’s accuracy has been challenged,
but never proven. Its accuracy has been substantiated by historical
documents, archaeological finds, and ancient manuscripts. There are
nearly 25,000 copies of the Scripture available for anybody’s
investigation in museums around the world.

How many available copies of the Koran do we have and how old are
they, | ask my friends? Why did Othman order the burning of the other



copies except Kapsa fifty-three years after the so-called revelation?
Alexandra’s codes dates back to 350 A.D. Codes vedicanus dates back
to 325 A.D. The Dead Sea Scrolls of the entire Old Testament go back
to 250 B.C. Some of you are well informed about the fantastic
discoveries at Ugaret and at Ebla. Both have increased our faith in
biblical authority and divine inspiration. Jesus said, "Heavens and
earth shall pass away, but my word shall stand forever."

Now, we ask the question about the authenticity. Archaeologists
declare that if the material or discovery has been already known,
recorded, and verified as prior to what is claimed as new, there are
two simple scientific solutions or answers. First, geographical location
kept the two separated, thus neither knew what the other discovered.
Second, one borrowed from the other since one chronologically
preceded the other. There you have it, friends. The Old Testament was
concluded 1000 years before the Koran. The New Testament was
concluded by over 500 years before the Koran. Therefore, authenticity
stands firmly with the Holy Bible, not the Koran from a scientific and
archaeological viewpoint. Therefore, whenever the Koran does not
agree with the Holy Bible one must conclude that the Koran is
inaccurate.

Now, as to the matter of accuracy: Ladies and gentlemen, they have it
in the Koran that Zechariah was speechless for three days, when the
Bible tells you he was speechless till John the Baptist was born. We are
told that Moses was picked up by the mother of Pharaoh, whereas in
the Bible it is the daughter of Pharaoh. We are told that it was a
Samaritan who made the golden calf, when the Bible tells you it was
none other than Aaron, his brother. We are told time and again of
stories of this magnitude such as Gideon. Gideon’s story in the Bible is,
in the Koran, King Saul having the 300 eat their water. And amazing
as it is, dear friends, we discover that the word of God is true, and |
would challenge anybody to study the Bible and discover that every
personality of biblical nature mentioned in the Koran is more detailed
and clarified in the Bible, the Word of God.



